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Indigenous Peoples´ Environmental Justice as Decolonisation of Economics. 

The Prior Consultation, labour and local cooperation in Colombia as a 

perspective of well-being. 
 

The global overheat have called the attention over fragility of the mankind. This statement suggests 

that the very idea of economics has been unable to conciliate preservation of natural resources and 

sustainability of life. Conversely, the Awá indigenous community´s world view of well-being that 

is suggested by the idea of preservation of Mother-Earth, for instance, not only anticipated those 

consequences of overconsumption. Indigenous people try to work hand in hand with alternative 

processes of production and consumption that are ecosystems sustainable. In this regard the idea 

of environmental justice under the conceptions of indigenous peoples will be very useful to this 

aim.  

 

Having this in mind, the argument of this presentation would try to show that the understanding of 

life for the Awá group suggest an idea of environmental-justice as an alternative way to 

conventional economic processes. The main concerns of indigenous peoples, as it would be 

described using the Prior Consultation-PC in Colombia point out that reciprocity, generosity and 

reciprocal cooperation will be relevant to have a more accurate comprehension of the relations 

between humans and not humans. 

 

In order to show these relations, I will explain the PC process implemented in the case of the Awá 

indigenous community. The aim here is to illustrate how the indigenous conception of the natural-

wild and its intertwining with spiritual conceptions, collective property, and Earth´s rhythms have 

been a very useful way to guarantee the protection and self-acknowledgement of indigenous 

groups autochthony. In fact, the protection of environmental justice embodied in indigenous ethnic 

ways has become a cultural right that, on the one hand, is fundamental for the existence of the 

indigenous communities and, on the other, must be protected since it represents a way to overcome 

the occidental idea of progress. Put it otherwise, the conventional idea of development implies a 

paradox. Western economic modernity, in order to create more growth and wealth, requires the 

destruction sociocultural capital and, therefore, becomes a universal and neo-colonial project in 

the name of political economy. The notions of well-being and cosmovision incorporated in the 

Awá community´s perspective of justice indeed have plenty to say about the imbroglio bringing 

by this paradox.    

 
 


